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AN ACT

'o nnacL a Chuuk State Election Law, to establlsh‘the Chuuk State
mlection Comm;55lon pursuant to Article XII, %Put1on 4 of the Chuuk

Constitution, to repeal Truk District ‘Law No. 27- 1i-
all amendments thereto in their entJretles,

BE IT ENACTEU BY THE:CIUUK STATE LEGISLATU : Co

6, and
other purposes.

and for
( ;

]
'

Section L Title. . This Act shall bo kpown and mdy be

cited a% the Elect on Law of ]996

Section 2. Definitions and: lul

. !
{

i
Unless the provisions or the contgxt Oth rwase r quire, these
' ‘ | l
gpneral prov191ons, rules of constructlon 'and wbrds have the
l

shall gOVGLn theé construcrlon of this

following deflﬂlthﬂS:

Act. ' i T 1 T B

. ‘ i ) : | .
(a) nCommission" means the Election Commission of

Chuuk State.

(b)y "Elector" means any person who is entitled to
! :
register under this ACCU. i

i

(c) n"yoter" means any elector who is registered

under the provisicns of this Act{ t
(d) "General Elocfion is ijan. election held

througﬁéut the State of Chuuk on‘the fqut'Tuespay following

the first Monday in March every £wo years,-01 as ErGSGrlde by

law. 1 S ) i

|
(e) = "Local Electlon” is a munLCLpal ‘election.

(f) "Special Flectlcn”‘ls an electlonf the specific

time for the holding of which is not‘proqc1lbod by law.
. ) ' !

o (9) A '"Candidate" is one whb either seéks a
nominatibn or is proposed for a nomination by $pONSOILS in

accordance with the provisions of this Act. ,2

(h) ' "Nominee" 1is al candldate whq has become
.o - 5 { { 4
entitled under the provisions of,th1$-Ac;-tQ aipldce op the

: ; P : 1
ballot ./t i : i _ :

R ]

(i)” ”Precihct”. A precinct is where votes are cast

~ JET—
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under the supervision of a Precinct board. All precincts and

) .l . % : i s

precinct boar@e are directly under the empernision of the

' ' | . :

A precinct is;alsqgrefe%red to as a
' o ! ' :; ;

polling place.

Election Commigsion.

(J) "Vote Tabulating Device". A |vote tabulating

. : il
electronic or elgctro-mecheanical

. : ; !
machine approved by the Commission to coung

election in Chuhk State. '

device is a mechanical,

ﬁallots in an
i

(k) "Marking of Ballot". A "mark" |or "marking'" as

used in this Act with respect to indicating +he voter's

choice on a ballot shall include, the punchung or slotting or

otherw15e marking of a ballot. i !

Section 3,

i
.
; T
Election Commission: il Composition:
l I

' e i i

! .
Removal of Members; Chairman; Qudrum.
|

(a) ' There is within the government of Chuuk State

A

the lndependent Election Comm1551on The Comm1581on shall

consist of flve (5) members, all of_whom'shaLl be eligible

voters on the date of their appointment. ‘The Governor shall
appoint the five (5) members, on% from each of the Senatorial
Regions, with the advice and c%nsent of tWe Fenate. The
members shall serve for a termiof 4 vyears.! ilf a vacancy

‘

should occur on the Commission, ?ald vacahpylsﬁ 11 be filled

l
for the\ remalnder of the terﬁ only, and= b the method

|
| IEvery member of

1l
! [

originally prescribed for its app01ntmont
the Commission who is not an employee or not in the full-time

service of the State Government, shall be pald a sum each day

as prov1ded by law for attendance at a meetlng or performing

his dutles as member of the Commission. In; the absence of
law, the Commission may establish a temporary compensation.
(b) Any member may be removed for misconduct in

' ‘two-thi £
office by a resolution duly adopted by a vote ef‘two thirds o

the membérs of- the House of Representatlveﬂ

z‘f 11

- (c) The Commission shal] every 2 years elect one of

Chuuk State
X
Legislature.

g -

n
its members as Chalrman. The chalrmanshlp shall rotate among

1 : ot
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- |

the 5 senatorial regions. The Chairma shall

meetings of the Commission. Other officers mg
the Commission?deems necessary. ¥

! {
ng majority of the

l
1

%E (d) meﬁbérs”of

shall constltute a guorum.

v

shall

Commission be

required to make any

Commission effective, except as provided here

(e)

Upon confirmation by the Senat

member of the Commission, the first confirm

\' '|
Thelvote'oflp J

preside at all
Yy be elected as

“
qu Commission
1a%ority of the

action of

A

the

3ini .

e'of the

{
\

quorum

shall

call the first meeting of the- Comml551on .

electing a chairman. Thereatter

every two years by rotating the Chairmanship4
: i 1o,

! i i
Section 4. Executive Diredtor;-%pﬁ

sifmember

to organize by

tho (omm:sslon shali organize

oi tment.

¥ (a) The Commission >hall ap?plr

l

t| an executive

dlrector subject to advice and coxsent of majorf y vote of all

members of the Senate, PROVIDED,,that upon thﬁ

of this Act the first confirmed momber of the

T
éffective date

\
Y

“o‘mission shall

|

1mmed1ately assume the duties of thc cxecutlvs director as

acting: executlve director, w1thout compensati

executive director is appointed apd conflrmed

' |
director shall on behalf of tha Commission,

enforce the Election Law of C%uuk and

|

dutlos

sha

dlscharge

those powers,

purpoéesﬂ
i
]urlSdlCthﬂ hereunder or which ereaft@r}by

l J
in the Commlsslon, as may be de egated throu
|

orders, Hel

or directive by the Comm15510n

l

responsible for the daily operation
‘ ' !

office of the Commission.

()

The executive director

ex-offidio secretary for the Commission, but

voting member thereof.

keep minutes of the commission proceedings

reports am

made to it, keep accurate

: g |
examinatlons made pursuant to tnis ACt and perform
H g ¢

1 H
.:‘[

dutles as the Commxssxon shall prescrlbe

shall

As the Commission secretary,

irscord

! .
on, until a new
Sald executive

administer and

l% perform and

i )
functions

and

may be vested
gﬁ regulations,

oﬂ she shall be

and managemenL of the

! !

o

serve _as the

shall not be a
he shall
, Ppreserve all
of all

guch other

1



the conduct of élections. The Commission %ﬁal
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Yo v

(c) .The executive director shall bé a member of

v

the unclassified public service. The executive directcor shall
serve at the pleasure of the Commission; he may be removed by

a majority vote of all members of the Commisgion.

Section 5. Compensation and Othér Exﬁénses. In the

; i ; g L ‘
absence of law,;compensation of all regulag, temporary and/or
; 1 ' T | '

part-tinle employees and all other 'expenses ishall be as
prescribed by the Commssion, provided that all such costs

shall not exceed any operation funds apbrcpriated by the

Legislature. Any government employee who works' part-time or

on temporary basis with the Commission'shall%nép be entitled

Lo compensation, except overtime pay, prov%deb that every

effort shall be made to have thé work péffokméd during the
normal 8-hour period.

Section 6. Duties 4and Respdﬁsibﬂ ities. The
N i1
Vi

'

! T
- X . N | ., )
Commission shall have direct and lmmgdlaﬁe %UQEIVlSLOn over

; ,'l
the municipal and state officials desigmgteg‘xn accordance

i

with this Act ‘and laws of the: State of' Cﬂuuk to perform

f . |
duties relative to the conduct of elections.! Tpe Commission

. | . i ! i
shall suspend from the performance of said’duti%s any of said

L
officials who shall fail to comply with its .instructions,
| 3
i
orders, decisions or rulings or regulations,' and appoint
temporary substitutes or may remoye any and all such officials

who shall be found guilty of no'feasance, or, mgsfeasance in

]

connection with the performance |of theéir jdutié
. C ] il

‘l ! i i [ ’
subordinate officers and employees as may bé ngcegssary for the
’ ool

relative to

esignate such

, . . . ’ . Lo = I.l
efficient performance of its functions and duties.

- Section 7. Election Manual. T shall be the duty

and résponsibility of the Commission tor prepare and
promulgate a manual of administraiive procedures to be used in
the conduct of elections. The manual shaliréet forth the
regulations to be followed by all election officials as well
as descriptions of tﬁe necessary equipment and forms to be

used in election procedures. The content éf tmé manual shall

1 i

Pl
!
1

SN
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v Pt ,

The content ofl|the manual shall

becoﬁé'effectiVe upon the approval by majori

LAY
used in election procedures.

LYy members of the

Commission. It shall be the responSLblllty bt the Commission

to prov1de all necessary forms for the Condtc¢;of elections.

N ! ! .
Seqﬂlon 8., DPowers oﬂ Comml sion.| iThe Commission
o .
1

q]l e]octlons in the State of

shall have the Power to conduct

Chuuk, including national and municipal eglections, if so

provided by law or municipal Constltullon<. The Commission

b |
shall also have the power to issue summons do any elector or
|

the partles to a Pontroversy pending bhefore it, 1issue

subpoenas duces tecum, to take testimony in anY%investigation
or hearlng.pendlng before it anh delegooe soch power to any
officer. Any controversy submitéed to the Co@mission shall be
.tried, heard and decided within 15 daysﬂcohntinf

[ |

the correspond&ng petition giving rlqc Lo saqd

e ' || l
filed. The Commlss10n shall have the power do'certify to the

from the time

ontroversy is

Supreme Court of Chuuk for any contempt. o
Section 9. Placement on Ballot. No person shall be

) I

placed on the ballot for electiop to any pubrlc office unless

the Comm1551on has determined after a thorqug$ éxamination and

: ]1 |
investigation that said persdn possesses
P
1

N

?or meets the

qualifications required by law dnd the

i

Constitution for the office for whlch he seekS>nom1natlon
' i )
Section 10. Persons sntltled ﬁo Voﬁe: Compliance

|
with Reglstratlon Provisions. Everyipersoh rjot

confined to a

, i S i

mental‘ instltotlon, nor judiCLally deciaJedl insane, nor
committed under a sentence of imprlsonment who is a citizen
of the FSM over 18 years of age, or who shailih?Ye reached his
}elghteenth birthday on the day:set for eleotion, who 1is a
resident”of Chuuk and who complies with the psov?sions of this
Act governing the registration of electors, is entitled to

3 i local
vote at any primary, general, runoff, special, or

; i that
election to be held within the State of Chuuk, provided

'

ise
in the election of municipal off*cers only those otherwi

. “
I alit
quallfled;~eleCt0rS ‘who reside w%thinﬁ e TR s !

(83}
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kN

concerned shall have the right to vote for:such municipal

v
officers.
1

Sectlon 11, Affgdav1t £ ,Reqistration;

|
|
Prereqursxte~ Maklng and Conieht ;5 Nd per%on shall Dbe

regi%tration made

1

before the registration clerk in the municipalLty whereiln such
! Pl

person ne51des, or before a reglstzatlon clerk'in the office

of the Commission. ‘Before such afildaVJt shali:be made, the
nerson shall be asked if he is currently Jeglqtered to vote in
any other jurisdiction(s). If he answers affirmatively, he
shall identify said jurisdiction and coﬁplete»and signoan
attested statement on a form provided by the Commission which
requests the cancellatlon of his %eglstratlon'ang which shall

|
be forthWJth forwarded by the ComnleLQn to thati?urxsdlctlon.

1

) i ' |
If he answers-negatlvely, he bhdll nbnttholﬂsq‘Jdontxfy the

jurisdiction in which he last vbted. The domm1551cn shall
prepare forms for the collection oi this data, and may require
the submission of such addltlonal 1nformatron ag will enable
it to cemply with this Section. ;The affldavlt shall then be

made in dup]xcate, and shall s etxforth all Lhe flacts required

to be shown by this Act and the electlon mandal

Section 12. Times Fon Req15tratlon. Thirty (30)

i
days prior to any general, primaty, or apokldl|F1ectnon, the

2d fqr;thgk 4le tion, and no
- B i 1
4 . :

I
yoo W 1
further .affidavits of registration shallibe agcepted by the

R

registrdtion rqlls shall be clos

commission, except for those who! turn 18 years'bf age within

the 30 days period. A | o f

1
'

= . . . il
Sectlon 13, Place of: Reqistration. The

registration of electors shall be in progress at the main
1

office of” the Commxssron during -such hours as: the office is
open for business at all times prior to the c1031ng of the
registration rolls. Electors may also be reglstered at such

times and places within and outsxde of the ‘State as the
v
|
Commission shall deem advrsable ,and convenient and may
L Cl | '

\ l d|

deputize volunteers on a temporary basis fer sPcp purposes who
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S ‘ 1 :
are Quallfled as set out in this'Act. a 3 :

L4

Section 14. Appointment of Registration Clerks.

All members and regular employees of the LOmmlSSlon have-the

power to reglster voters and to admlnlster the -th, and shall

perform the day to day registration. Not laterxthan 60 days

before an election, the Commissien shall aprLnt a temporary

Registration Clerk for each precinct'withln Cnuuk State and

for each polling place outside of Chuuk State. Each clerk has

) . i | i:

& the power to administer oath of registration Ne{reglstration

L ' ; ; 1

fee shall be collected. { ‘ R
: | . ¥y o

|

Section 15. Qualifications of Reglétratlgg.Clerks.

The Commission may appoint oLher governmenw

l
reglstratlon clerks. No person hbldjng an=elect

employeeb as

Yve office or
1}

|
who is a candidate for elective #fflce shall belapp01nted as
A

a registration clerk. The regustratlon clerk,shall be an
a oo

elector of the precinct wherein Appointed.' o

i

Section 16. Penalties &or Acts,br ommissions. ANy

person having charge of affidavi%s oE;rengtrat'on is guilty
‘ L :
of a mlsdemeanor who: | ’ (| 3
” (a) Neglects or refusps to make ali the entries
‘ i

provided for in this ACt; ;

t (b) Neglects to take the oath of an ele@tor applying
i {

! ! 1

\ f

| ! il H

to him for reglstratlon, or ‘ i - ! L
. |

(c) FaJ] or neglects to comply; wrth any provision
of this Act. Each and every omi% sion COﬂStltutES a separate

. L
misdemeanor. :

Section 17. Permanence of Records . The

_registration of a voter is permanent for all pnrposes during
his llfe, unless and until the affldaVlL of reglstxatlon is
cancelled by the commission for any of. the causes specified in
this Act It shall be the duty of the Commxssxon to send toO
each regleLcred voter when roqucated a card lnchatlnq that he
is eligible to vote at any electlon w:thout ;he necessity of

' i
registering. - : ' ‘

v

Section 18. crounds __for 'Canqellation of

[l

! L

1

7
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Registratioh. The Comdission shall cancel the repistration in
e % .
. f : ’ i . . o

the following cases:
(a) At the request of the person. registered;

(b) "When the insanity of a person registered is
legally established;

(¢c) Upon the production of a certification form by

the Chief of Public Safety that the persuﬁng serving a
L L g ‘ i i
criminal’ sentenice; . E ; :{

i i

(d) Upon the death of lthe person registered; and

(e) Upon the production of a cert;fied copy of a
. Py
judgement directing the cancellation to béimddet
. |

Section 19. Report of |Deaths. Not l@ter than the

fifteenth day of each month the Dir @ctOL of Healuh Services or
j i ’ 1
his designee shall furnish the CqmmJQSLOn anlab*tract of the

- .
register of deaths of electors for the previous mPnth showing,

for all decedents eighteen (18) Tears of agezorfover, the
{a) Name | ‘i : . i

(D) Sex
(c) Age ; ‘
(d) Nativity and ﬂ - E

(e) Place of residence & |
i , e ” 1
Section 20. Reports| of -adjudged 'Incompetents.
" B T

Every judge before whom proceedings are he?d w@ich result in
any person beihg declared incapable oféﬁandging qr taking care
ol . ! Vo :

of either himself or his properfty or boﬁh;‘ahd for whom a
")
guardian of his person or his estate or both lé accordingly

appointéd, or’ which results in| his beJng COMhltted to an

insane place or asylum as an insane persqn, shéll file with

: . ; o 5
the Commission a certificate of '‘that fact. and’ thercupon the

Commission shall cancel the name of that person from the

o 1 .
. i e I
register. . !

|!
Section 21. "List of Registrations. The commission

shall prepare and complle a Reglstratlon LlSt of all voters

and plOVlde sufflcient copies thereof for use'!in a general

o

electlon, or any othe; electlon.'
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Section'Z? ‘ Copleb of List to: Ca dadatos. Upon

\

written request of any Oandldate 1n any forthoomlnq election

or upon written request of hlS

campalgn commlttee, .the
i . : -
Commlselon sha]l furnlsh

to him oné (1) | lcopy of the

Registration List of voters for such electiorn. . Extra copies

Lo candidates Or copies furnlehed Lo others shall be at a

]

charge.as n  Manual. . All

may be prescribed ln tho EJoctLo

moneys o collected shall be pald into the

rréasury of the
State o£ Chuuk. |

Section 23, Delivery of Registration List to

Precinct Boards.

Before the ddyiof clecrlonﬂ wgth the other

'i
election supplies, the Commlesion sha]] dO?LVCT to the
l

precinot board in each precinct |or poJllng Rl ice a complete

i
¥
list of: reglstered voters for that precxnct or ollan place.

The LlSt shall constitute the regleter to be ueed at that

electlon. j ] ;
' g v
Section 24, Desiqnatiom of IPxeohncts. The

|
Commission shall, not less than thlrty (30) day; prior to the

i

date set for any election, or not less-thap ]5AdaYS prior to

4 { it i
a run-off or special election day, desxgnate, announce and

publlsh prec1ncts within and outdgide ot Chuuk S%ate where the
»
votes are to be cast in such elt“tlon.: | :
: o .
Section 25. Appointment of PreCanﬁ Boards. The
1 | ' | l i
isgi 3 g ioxr to an eneral
commission shall, not less than 30 days p;;oz § Y g

' : i > several
election, appoint the temporany membere Dfi the

prec1nct boards A preCant board shalll CDnSlSL of an

!
'

s
lnspector and 2, clexks except prec1nct w1th reg;stered voter

k.
of 300 ‘or less which shall have one lnspector and one cler

| i member
The lnspector is the chairman. , If a preCanL.boarr

s, the Commission
fails to-appear at the opening of the poll a

shall lmmedlately make another app01ntment i %
’ ‘ b . Board
. Section 26. Quallflcatlons ot Ptec1n(t
: T
nct
member of any preci
Members. No person may serve as a "‘

board who: , ‘ |
‘ (a) .is notfa voter of the precinct, nor

' i
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Member.

any dedust

CHUUK ‘STATE LAW NO.

{') ’ v : !

) ]
@ (b),.cannot read and wclte Ahe Engl %

T (c);fis holdlng or 1s a nomlneb

office. - ' j L

Section 27. Publicatlion of

Names of

P
3-95-26

igh language,
EOH an elective
1

[’ recincl Board

Members. The Commission shall publish the 1

the members of the pPrecinct boards and dissemi
public through available means of communicati
Section 28,

Change of Designat

ist of names of

hate same to the

on.

ed Precinct or

Polling Place. for

If, any valid reason

designated for election is changed, the board

pos notice

;, the precinct

shall designate

unother plec1nct or polling placelas n¢a1 Uh@r?t# as possible,

place first

©f the change atl or ncan' the

designated, 1mmedlat@ly inform the Comm1551on1

election at the place substltuted -
|
Section 29. OQath of Members.

i

!
1

The C

require all members of precinct;boards
office, as prescribed by law,
administer ocaths. No fee shall be charged fé
the oath, |
offige,

the newly appdgntad member to take tNe‘oath[l

\

Section 30. No Loss o Wages for P

l (
aﬂd conduct the

1
i
ommission shall

to tak¥ the oath of

I

before any offiéer qualified to

r administering

If any member fails or refuses to take the oath of

the Commission shall appdint & substitutie and require

¥
!

1
1
1
1
1
i

r@blnct Boara

Any member of a prec1nctib0drd qhail on tho day of

G
3

an

election which he is serving, absent nimself from any service

or wwploym@nt and ghall make aUltable drlangemﬁng prier to hi

absenge rr.ﬂ nis sarvice or employment
of so dbseng;ng hlmself, be liable to any: pen

ion be made from his usual Salary-or

He bhall not,

because
alty, nor shall

wages nor shall

he be suspended or discharged from his service or employment.

. Section 31;; General Elections. G

for Governor, Lieutenant: Govexno:, member@ of

Legislature, and any other offlcers és may b

law,

eneral election

tHe Chuuk State

e: prescrlbed by

shall be held on the first Tuesday follow;ng the first

Monday in March every two years,

Act.

or in aéco:dahce with this

oE |
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o it P
Secbrpn'3l. Postponement of Llectjon!or Change of
o :
P ; . i b
Electlon Day. i' . i : i: 3

' $
. i

.'.

(a) 1f for serious cause resulting From any natural
Lo
disaster or similar emergency jt.becomes feason@bly

lmpOSglb]e to hold any election duly sohcduled A the State of

Chuuk as a whole or in any part, 'the Llec;aon COmmlSSlOn may

i . ' i
postpone any such election thereln fox buch time as it may

deem necesqary, buL in no event shal] such postpohement exceed

1 |l \ i
uch election should have been
I

lncumbent GovernOL, Lt.

60 days from the date when

held, PROVIDLD however, that the

Governor, Senators and Representatxves shall SQIVP in their
*'spoctivo offi”jal gapacities ﬁncl in !ﬂm) duratlon of the

postponement until those to be elected %hdll;qualliy
|

(b) If the FSM has a nﬁw qone;al e]echon day to be
neld edrller than presently hcld% (huux SLat% %\dll hold its
general electlons on the new lF:M lgcno;ali alectlon day,
PROVIDED, that the full terms ofithe 1ncumbent %ovornor, Lt.
Governor, Senato:s and Representativeo ghqll continue
unaffeoted and any resultant tranéition perio&zs{all be served
out fuliy by the same incumbentqain thé foilowihg manner;

o (1) On the day of Lihe new géneral election for

FSM, the incumbent Governor, Lt. Governor, Senators

i . i |

and Representatives i shall notI: stanrd for

election; they shall cgntinue in offifge to complete
' !'.

¥ |

'i | l';

thelr terms.

H{2) Upon completﬂon of the B yeér term of the
| ". \ x\

incumbent Representatlves, they 'shall continue to
. ‘ \ ' :

hold their offices in a transition period until the

first anniversary date of the new general election

of the FSM, at which time only membérs of the House

shall stanq for election. In -the meantime, the

[l

incumbent Governor and Lt. Governor and Senators

shall continue in office to complete'their 4-year

term. . P

“(3) Upon completion of:théi4—YeAr term of the
. i J bl
11




’fj Senators,‘they

2. in a trang 1@1Qné‘{
3 @CQD% ann;vprﬂary déte of the, new 3
4 f .t 'fy“ jat. .iLch‘time the é
5 ?presentaxives |
:
7 ‘fiionaday;toﬁbe ?
8 : ater than’presently hel%{ Chuuk State E
g .- o sha%l .hbi@, rLectLon ori the nedj'FSM general

10 - day VIL ﬂthat the full terms of the lﬁcumbent

11 SOVE r Lt “Gove .'Senator;:and Reﬁresgnéatives shall

12 3ny rosulxanL'LranwlLiom period shall

15 'lncumbents 1nFLhe following

14 P 'l 5 o

15 after tdklngf office, the.

16 . rinc r@sénﬁétives shall qavegébmpleted their-

17 o Qv:;' ‘shpl}fcgktinée’ttho.d?their offices

18 | aniberioc'unﬁii L%e neg FSM general

19 dﬁughicq time o¢lylmémbers of the.

20 g  eLec£1onj3 ﬁn }he,meantime,

21

.*.Ltﬂ Governor,

22 Hfdpgtlnue in folé? to complete-
23 | : ‘!‘ .
24%i after takiLg! office, ' thei
25 | bovernor,‘aﬂd éenators shall;
27 ,
28 grversarQ date of ﬂhe' new general:
29  . = élection bfgthe FSM, at which tlme the Governor, Lt.
20 @fGoyérnor, Senators and RepreséﬁtatiVes shall all
&L stand for election. . - h
52 ‘i(d) ‘As used in this gection the word
33 ”aﬁniversary“ means ”eﬁection everylﬁwo years'" as
34 o requlred by the two-year term of l%he House of
35 - s "Representat;ves members’ as brévi@ed' in the
= : AR Y ~
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|
: .

b : il

Ineliqibibity.; No persow shall sit in
£ Representatlves norlbe ellglble to be

ectlon to ;the Sendte or House of

olds an office, pOSlthﬂ Or appointment

~"n t it is an lndependené OFf f%ce within the

Chuuk State Government, National Government,
! Pk !

V § 5 ;

government f: AE i | ! |
| ' E [ | i
Section 34. anllflcatlons of Memters

pr any other

] . T
(a) No porson is fellglble to"serve as a

Representatlve unless at least |25 yoars of age, or as a
I | . ,
Senator unless at xleast 35 years of age, lon the day of
election, was_ a . born Chuukese,l has -been a reSldent and
i I

.registered voter of the Representatlve Dlstrlct Oor Senatorial

W
Region from which elected for atileast 5 years prior to the

day of election, and is a citizen of the F%dera ed States of
Micronesia. For the purpose of this Actﬂ alpef87 "was a born
[ { 1 . ! : ;
Chuukese" if: §5 ‘ ﬁ A
' ' : ! ' :

| :,
(1) born of parehts one or both of whom are

reSLdents of Chuuk by birth and crtﬁzens of the FSuM;
or U | E MR :

(2) born in Chuuktof parents both of whom were
born outslde of Chuuk qUt have resrded in Chuuk for

I
at least_25 years to the day, and'are citizens of

'
¢ P |.

htTe‘FSM~;w£s

-(b)-,Upon5the -effectiye date of th Chuuk State

Constltutlon, No: pe son ronvrcted of a ielony llowing SULh
: L
effectlve date is ellglble to stand for electlon or to serve

as a member of the L;glslature, even 1£ pardon, A member of

the Legislature who ?has been conVlcted of ‘a felony shall

automatloally be' xpolled from the .PQIqldVUrO but is

eligible- to run agaln lf the convrctlon is roversed on appeaL

(c) Each &ouse is the sole and flnal judge of the

electlon and quallf ”ions ‘of its members

; W

'CandldaCY3:>‘ Dlsquallflcation ofzﬁ”
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33

_declaration _of cand;dacy for an electlve

whom a dec
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!
!
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]

Election Officials.:i« In the euvent @th@ CommiLsion_ or any

v ] . ; .
members of a préecinc ; : o e ¥ ke i~k . .
&P / ?ard~o£ election’or pexson involved in

the conduct of! election files at'any time as |a candidate-for

office in any election, he shall be automatipally disqualified

to holq'such 'officeyw which shall thorouoon bmcomo vacant.,

¢ il i |

Should such dxsguallficatlons ad&ersely affect;%he quorum of
Vi

the Electlon Comm1881on during a pendlng|01ectlon and the

Senate is not in sea31on the remainlng ber(S) of the

Commission, on Lhelr own, notw1thstand1ng pr vxblons of this
Act or any Other law to the contrary,'shall enable ltself to
be fully functional by appOLntlnP quallfJod p #sons to fill
such vacancies who shall serve w1§h full auLhoylgy until after
the pending election:when such Jacancies chaﬁfébe filled in
accordanco with' SectJon 3 of fhl% Act: L
Sectlon 36. Declaration of. Candmdac . A person

|

desiring to amnounce his cand"dacyiisha}l fille with the

Commission a declaration in writihé é%ttiag forth his

candidacy.for a specific office, statlng that he is eligible

for such office; ah@Ahis post ofque an ad%ress fer all

'_- _ : L a'- |
electloq‘purpoaes. o i{ i

'
! B

'
.+ Section 3ip Declaratioﬁ bY SpONsors . A
il

declaratlons of candldacy on be alisof a\cand*dates may be

filed by not less than 50 persops without the signature of

said candldate Any such group aklnq such actlon shall file

with thé Commission. a declaration oflcahdlkafy subscribed

i

under oath by ‘the lcader or co resgondlbg pf‘Jccr of such

group of persons 11 If a candldate who | files his own

i
. l

of jce 1is also

nomlnated by a grou 4 persons‘fo; other e%ecﬁlve offices,

'i

'the one flled by the candldate hlmself shal% Pvern, unless

I

d“shall deCLde otherwxae. only voters

1
1

the candldate concer'

of the JurlSdlct ::hcerned may so file & doclaration of

'(

candidacy.

Candldacy Decllne. Any;candidate for:

laratlon offcandldacy has been flled by sponsors may

14 o
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writing ubnthé;f

HOn - nol less Lhan G0 days bofore an

election,

\
3

Section 33; Filing and Distributipn of Petition,

Not less than 90 day3fbef0re @ general election, candidates or

their sponsors shall flle their declaratlons of candidacy with

the CommlsSLOn whlch shall dlssemlndte to the p'blic and may

publlsh.Ln a newspaper of general| circulatlon th% names of all

candidates and'the offlces for Wthh they have d%clared their

candidacies. There shall be dop031tod w1th ‘the Commission for

each candeacy upon fnllng for Governor and L. Governor a fee

E ¥
of $300 @ach and for the Leq1slaturn and any other state

elective offace a fee of $150 whlrh shall be paid to the

general fund of the State for theisole purpose of fundlng the
: _

conduct of State olectnons f

L i

Section 40. Use ofl Covernment Facilities by

s b
1

CandidateS' No State government faclllty, off te, building,

- -

ground, vessel alrcraft boat, 1nskrument,
; L
property of every sort whether non-consumable Pr otherwise,

pparatus, or

shall be used by any candidates)|, 'nClusiye ofjan incumbent

governor, lieutenant?governor, members o% th% Legislature,

mayor, advisor, and any other perjson regardless€of,government

i
l

or prlvate organlzatlon, unless payment fo s c} use has been
: v ‘ i

- 2 J
made in- full directY o'the State Treasurer b such candidate

with proper documen' Vion such as recelpt and tbe like prior

to utlllzatlon and unless equal opportunlty and ent1tlemen1 is

i "

accordcd all candldates Duratign an? numoor o‘ use shall be
[l

based on 'the amount of prior- payﬂent 'acﬂually made and

I
avallablllty of such state government fa01llty, property, and

so forth and in compliance with law and regulatlon The state

!

government shall establlsh in wrltlng and dlsseplnate to the

publlc a. standard rate of rental fee, or payment for such

~so.forth. All amounts collected shall
; x

fac1llty, property,

be deposited in the State- general fund.

UBALY expenges

uElectlon Fxpenses
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| I

s ?rlly'jnvurred hlltm»prcpuratjon or tha
-as provxded in tth Act,:shall be paid

tho Legls]ature, excopt as provided, for

and except for natlonalnor municipal

electlons who shall pay for thelr .own electlons carried out by

the Chuuk btate Electlon Commission. All ‘payments shall be

made in the same manner as other public expenditures.

\
Sectlon 42. Expenses forlRecall Echtions. As

| o i

directed by a majority vote of the Commlss;on,éthe signature

. \ : | : H
of the Executive Director or Chairman of the;Election

A . o | N I
Commission validating a recall petition,*shalﬂ trigger the
v ; . o ]

automatic appropriation of the funds'necessary to cover a
i l !

recall election expenses which amount shall hot exceecd that

i

|
actually spent for the most recent,lgenera@ \electlon for

i }

Governor oOr Lt Governor, or ijr the Legrslhture in the

appllcable Representatlve Distrift or Senato iil Region, in
£

1

P
the case of recall of a member {of the Leglalature. These

: i :
funds shall be’ allotted to the lectlon|COmnq sion for the

conductlng of such recall election. . All pay nts shall be

made ln Lhe same manner as other publlc expendl ures.

Sectlon 43 Imitation |[or Use of Balldts Forbidden.

l

No person shall make, ‘use, keep or furnlsh to Ltﬂers any paper

in imitatlon of offlc;al ballots, except sample %allots issued
A _ o i ¥ P

by thefCommlsslon;.%

lots

Section 44 Method of Tabulatlnq éal
upla)f The. C‘pml581on shqll determlne‘the approprlate
method of castlngrballots, method of tabulatrng pallots, the
appropriate vote tabulating devxée iL suchla:deV1ce is to be
used, and the torm;of ballot to be usealin an election in

Chuuk.. »The Commrssron has the authorlty to determlne ‘the

nature of ballots us d, whether they be paper, punch cards or

ctro mechanxcal types of ballots The

”ay authorlze'manual or mechanlcal or combination
- ¢ e i

of both ta ulatlonszfor all or part Lot ballots cast in any

%6

|
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. ol

o (b)) The name’of ‘every candldate Qh07 %name has been

certlfled shalf be. prlnted on or'adjacent Lo Rﬁé appropriate

ballot.

 sample Ballots. Not 'lafer than 30 days

before a general elec lon, the Commrssron shall certify to the
prlnter the sarpletballot w1thithe names qf the nominees

{
; i
thereOW§ln the‘same order and marner’ds %hey dill appear on

i
!

the off1c1al ba&lot kand lmmedlately theréafteﬁt cause a true
1

copy of' the same to be dlssemlnated to the public and may be

publlshed at lea once in a daily paﬂer of general

I
c1rculatlon The ballot, as publﬁshod shall bentdentlcal to
that used for voting _except for the substltuttoh of '"Sample"

where the word "Official" shall appear upon lthe election

.ballot, and may be reproduced for?voter'inStructdon in colors

contrasting with official ballots. The ordek in which the’

names of candidates appear on bhllots shﬁll%be by official

< i :
last names i alphabetlcal order % \
L‘ { i
I Sectlon 46 Space for Marklnq Ball t‘l Immediately

i

adjacent to the name of each nomlnee to the wdrd "Incumbent',

as the case may bef shall be placed squarj: pr spaces of

sufficieht size ﬁor?the placrng:rf a.mark:thy reln A mark

within the square or space ad]acﬁnt to the namelof any nomine

l

shall be counted as” a vote for that nomlnee ~i

Sectlon 47 Ballots urnlshed tO\Prec1ncts For
|
l ;
each electron, the ! Commxssxon hall proJlde each election

1
reglstered in lthe elect
3 ] ‘ {

prec;nct wrth ten: (1‘ﬂ ballots fol every elght (j) or fraction
(_8)

iion precinct.

”re than on‘ polling}plabéj such polling

_urnlshed the requlred !

number of ballots '
1

Dellvery of Ballots,siMachines and
l 3

Sectron 4—

|
The Lomm ssion shall, before the‘openlng of the

'cause to be dellvered eadh pre01nct or
l I 1
an electlon is to be held, the proper

ihg machlnes if such are to be used and ‘
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L1 -
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
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34

35

'supplies’to be used

- forthwith be returned and filed.

. case of the preVentlon of an electloniln ény

i)
deliGeEﬁd in i'
Clearly: deSlgnatlng ‘the prec1nct or pollﬂng
they are 1nteﬂ¢ed, and the number of ballots

%t Sch1bn 49. Receipt fkr Balloti

shall cause to be prepared a receipt ror each
enumeratlng the packages and statlng the tlm
when they were; dellvered to the pr{ec;mch boérd
lnspector shall sign the receipt of Lhe pabkac

The.Commls

qspector.
{e$ﬂ which shall

EllAw NO. 3n95-26

allots shall be

|
on

. !

pﬂace for which

the outside

ent]osed
l

The Commission
éolling Place,
‘{day and date
t

The

sion'may employ

. #] .
; X .
such messengers as;may be necessary to insure !the safe and
. N E i :

expeditious delivery'of the ballots, . - o

!

Section 50. Loss or.

1

+

Destruction of ,Ballots. In

ks (

loss~or.the destruction of the ballotsnhnt
? !'; II

precxnct the 1nspecLor or other member of:the

precinct, shall make an affidavit

transmit same to the Chairman o¢f tﬁeieﬁect;dn

Upon recelpt oﬁ the affidavit, the Commissionlnay,

i
{

the appllcatlon of»“ﬁy nominee for an§ bfﬂi

8

by the electors of that precrnct,

ce

ordel 'a new ¢
: T& f i
precmnct , o : i

: 1
Section 51,

the ballot, |
| i ! |
as to the number of nomlnees to vote £

( Lo i | H
lncludlng'a. sample ofj

voters4

be used the marks

instructions as the CommlsSLOn deem

Sectlon

52w Cessation of

setting ﬁort

Instructiaons of Voters:.

Campaignlnq

pr cinct by the
eé ed for that
hpard for that
hj%he fact, and
Commission.

and upon

be voted for

%lﬁction in that

|

At the top of

there shall be prlnted[an 1nstruFtlon to the

or; the marks to

:
anL such other

necessary'énd proper.

All

campalgnlng for the“purposes of’electron sha
the timd- the polls open and shall redain inac

For the P

llicease_before
tibe during the’

urposes of this

perlod that the polls are open.i

ampaignlng" shall incl

and to the.d spla

ude but not be

per or broadcas1 advertisements appearlng

ning literature

h&ﬂs, posters or‘ f
W
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H v

: : '
,ua'fpanorama of any election poll.

v.! 1

Bribery at Election A!person shall
|

not, directly or indirectly, by himself or' Lhrongh any other

|4
person édvance or pay, or cause to be paidl anv money oOr other

P

valuable thing to or for the use of any other person, with the

intent that it, or any part thereof, shall be used in bribery
at any electlon, or ‘knowingly pay oricause to;be paid, any
money or other:valuable thing to:any\person i% discharge or
payment of any money wholly or in part, expendéd in~bribery
at any electio;. | : t ; 1 |

Section 54, Disqualification ; Ahy candidate
. i 1
convicted under the prov131ons of this Act is . disqualified

from holding the office for whhch he was eltcandidate or

l
nominee at the time of the VLOlatlon I P

|

; Sectipn 55..: Complaints. Any person who believes a
~Complain |

violation of any provision of this Act has_occﬁrred may file

a complaint with the Commission. | Th% Compiission shall
vi o i ! '

expeditiously imvestigate the matter pn atcordaice with law.

Whenever in the judgement of the majorlty.of the Commission

1.y || '

members, any person hdS engaged in any acts or practlces which

|
1

constitute a vrolation of thlS Act, the Commrssron shall refer
ER )

the record of said investigation to the independent prosecutor

|
or the Attorney Gen ral of Chuuk who shall, institute a

criminal prosecutio against th said person,?and, in the

I t
event the person is convicted oflthe Violatipn prior to the

the Commr%sron shall strlke his name

from the ballot. 1In the event tﬁe person lS 4 icted of the

i
ctlon in%queskion and was

1

l| 1
elected to the office for whlch he was , a Landidate, such

candldate shall be disqualifled from holding'such office and

the independent Prosecntor and/or Attorney General shall take

necessary tp effect his

|
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_ person shall sell o'
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L

iHUUK\STATE W NO. 3-95~26

gt

e
i i

the supplles ort
l

or on the tables fo,

othen veniencea placed ﬂn the\ Yoting booths

e purposL of] enabglrg‘the voter to

.__—_.__-

prepare hlS ballot

)
[
"

P

Section 57, Posting Instruction Carde, On the day

1 L

; |

of electlon the prec nce board shallipost‘a1 Neast one (1)
' | ‘!

instruction card e ok each booth . OF table.provlded for the

¢ li

preparatlon of the ballots, and at other placesiin and about
the polling place w1thln easy access to the ﬁoters. Such

1
instructions shall be prlnted in both the Englrsﬂ and Chuukese

L I . i |
languages. . i : :

i

x

Section 58. Posting meglstration tist. Before

& ] |

opening the polls the precrncF board shall post in a

conspicuous place, at or near thb polllng place and of easy
l I

access to the voters at least oTe copy oﬁ t%e reglstratlon

l.v

list furnlsh;for thaihpolllng place.

l 1

Time for Openlng andldlosing Polls.
| |

The poll's shall be: opened at 7 Olclock a. m» dn'‘the day of an
! ) ‘

election and shall be kept open Tntll 5 0'cldck|p.m., of the

i

|
same dag, at whlch tlme the polls shall be cdloged except as

Sectlon 5i

provrded in thlS Act, and provided that,afteﬁ the precinct

_ i |

board has ascertalned that every person pr | the general
‘ ) : ‘ !

reglster of voters for that partlfular polllng place has voted

l .

|
or glven every opportunity to voﬂe, that polling place may be
! i'l

1
i

closed-even.before

5.0'clock p.m

‘Section 60 Liquor

Sales at Pollinq Place or

a;polling

place shalllnot be a place

)
where any alcohollc beverage l& sold or, dlspensed, and no

1

' P 'l i W

[ v P :

: i t! i*
]

place, -

T

éection”ﬁlq”

: | R
Excapt forw votersl engaged in recé1vrngn breparrng or

1 l
'

I
depositlng thelr ballots, only the prec1nct Aoard and any

1 l

other personsﬂauthorized by law, shall be permitted to bhe

Lspense alcohollc beverage at a polling.

Persons Permitted'WLthln Barricade. .
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watcher;atveach§po€l; g place but‘such poll watcher shall not
be pe;mittedfnithin
where ;;teehaﬁ;'cast”

is: barrlcade or,roomﬂencloklng the area
‘ l S H

il

Sectiion 62. Exhlbltlng Ballot BOX. Before

- i i A
receiving any ballots the precxnct shall “in the presence of

\

¥ty
bk

Y g
any voters assembled at the polllng place} open and exhibit
| !
|1 | '
and clobe the b llot aox.

]
jllat‘box shall not

be remobed from thej -he,p%gsence of the

' ‘ Pl fy
voters until all the ballot boxe are sealed.:: All ballots

"shall be accounted for before Lhe ballot boxes;are sealed.

Section 63. Absence ofiPrec1nct @ff;cers Not more

than two (2) members-of any pre lnct boapd :hill be absent

from the polllng place at any one tlme;

|
|
Sectlon 64 . Residence Daflned Foxr Purposes of this

Act, the residence of a person]is that blace in which he
. . :

intendajto and doestaintain his permﬁnent abode and has not

|
taken any legal or political actlon to ¢ontradict such

il
re51dency, although he may be ac¢ tuaﬁly r%sxdlﬁg at a place

! ;
other than his resxdence. Any change of res:de%cy shall not

i g

take effect unleb: such change has ,been; approved by

resolutmons of the munmcxpal coungils pf both Fhﬁ original and
f |
lntended re51dences ‘at least ope year ‘prlor. to the next

£ 7 fvl_ l!

electlon in the lntended residence. iﬁ ’

[

B I

Section 65 Voting Prohlblted ‘When Residence

) 15 '

Abandoned When ReSLdence Retalned B 5 g

l ,
a) Any olector who has abandoned hxa residency in
o r
Chuuk o6r who vptes: in an electnon of anoth riguszdlctlon,

shall not vote .in an election of' Chuuk State. leeWLSe, any

persomn who falSLElesb nformatlon in order to be registered to

‘vote in’ Chuuk,,shall not vote in;an electlon of Chuuk State.

Any person who vxola es this section shall.uppnlconv1ctlon be

imprisoned for not ore than 3 months, fined not more than

1 _ ﬂ i ﬂ

: . : | -
. 2
on who has hot-yotedﬁin‘cﬁuuk.State‘s

o
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H

i
P !
s for 5 'yes rs| or more is

1 "' or Jurlsﬁlctl

electlon

2 presumed to ha vabandoned hlS residence:end the right
i ‘g

3 to vote in Chuuk State S elections. %owever, this

4

presumptlon shall not apply to any qual fied voter who

; 3
5 is: R :

6 1) in attendance at an‘institution of'learning;

2) engagediin navigation;

8 - 3) serv1ng in the armed forces qr ‘the merchant

g . marines, or the‘forelgn dlplomatic exvlcep i . ;

(ho4) reFe1v1ng treatment jat a(medLSal institution; or
il i

- N : Lo . ,
11 5) aocompanying a spouse who is engaged in any

12 activity listed above. E

l3v : Section Géi Leave of Absénce%ﬁro%énmployment to !

14 .Vote. Every voter3shall, on the dé&éofﬂevar§ election at

15 which he is entitled to vote, be entiiled;%tq apsent himself

16 from any servité or enployment, publio!or p#ivaﬁe, in which he

17 is then engaged}for ﬁno (2) consecutive'ho&%s be%ween the time

18 of openfng and’ the time of closing the’polls. Tﬁe voter shall

19 not, bﬁcause of so ~absenting him%%lF, | be llable to any !

20 penalty; nor sﬁall any deduction| be ﬂde bn lagdcount of such ‘

21 absence; from‘hls usyal salary or waﬁes. | 2 :

22 ! 'Section 67.: Woman Votér's‘CHanjé of Name. In case

23 the surname of any woman offering to Yoﬁe ?as b%en changed by

24 reason of»marrlage“:rfdlvorce since she ﬁ?s”r?gistered, she

25 shall feport her name as it was before marélaje or divorce

26 and also her name ss it is at| the tlmé éhe‘votes The R
27 | precinct board shall thereupon make the necesery adjustment e
28 in the reglster, andipermlt her to vote.

29 % L Sectlon 68 Dellvery oE Ballot by Eldctlon Officer

Y. ’ board
30 Onl No person,;o % r than a membeﬁ of Hhe pﬂec1nct ¢
31 shall give or deliverAany ballot to any voter‘ There shall be

32 only one ballot or: ~of ballots for each voter.
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heir ballots. 1% Ei
ndicatlnq Vote. In.voting, the voters
EEl)

quare or space

. |

\

. unnm STATE LAY
[

\

|
|
|
iif

Tte mark in the votlng

he intends to

leotlons in the

6 State of Chuuk. : i

i ¥ S | ‘
| .- Section Tl Two (2) .or More :Candidates to be
8 Elected.

Where two (2) or- more candldates for the same office

=]

v 4 |
9 = are to Dbe 'elected, and the voter desires ,to vote for

10 7 ”candidéﬁes for:%hat;bﬁfice, he shhll %laceﬂhis ?oting‘mark in

11 the sqh%re ot% spaée adjacent |[to fﬁe i ames{ of all the i

12 candldates for that offlce for whom he deslres to vote, not

13 exceeding, however,yphe number gf candldal;tec ?ho are to be

14 elected., i :f %z_' § f w :

15 ; Sectlon 72: Identifying Mar}s Prohlbited. A voter

16 | shall not place any marks upon his ballot Ly wﬁ;ch it may be

17 afterwards ldentlfled as the one vo;ed mY hhT A ballot

18 correctiy marked ano cast, however,lshai* elcounted as a

19 valid ballot.'f | L |

20 %% Sectﬁon 72 Revealing Eallo% Fr&%ib't%d. After his 1

21 ballotijs:marked a ;oter shall not s?dw i O%rny person in %

22 such way as’ to revealilts contenrs Tﬁe %ar 1ﬁg of a ballot

23 to lndlcate :a -choice~shall be 1i lted to tr s%ace or spaces %

24 provided or designated for marking thelballo .% ;

25 : o Section 7 Delivery Jf Other Tha ‘ ﬁceived Ballot

26 tProhlbited : ot hall not d liver to thet ﬁec1nct board,m

271 i or-to any of ats members, or dej osit in the ballot box any

28 . ballot other than- tﬁe one he has recelved from the members

29 - | authorlzed by law to‘ urnish hlm thh the ballpt A -person

30 U who vxolates ths Section ohallgupoo convxcmlon thereof be

31 ffﬁmprisoﬁ ‘ e evthan g years or finjd bot more than
i S : ) ! i

32, 1,000,005 P

33 | e TWO (2) or More Balths*Deposited: A ‘;

34? o know1ngly dePO;it ?% attempts t°; ?

35@A

two (2) or. more of tpe‘same ballots

e.23:
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shall be gurlty of ‘a felony and upon convlction,

o
1mprlsoned for not ‘moxe than 2 years or fined‘r

'not more than
b ’
$1,000.00 o both. ; b |

Secﬁlon 76

may be

¢ .:! 'I

Assxstance in Votlng. When it appears
| : |

from the reglsters that a voter has declared under oath, when

] i ;s

he reglstered ff. , ; o . i

(a)"That he cannot read or. wrlte, or:
E ‘ l :

(b) That by reason of phy51cal dls%bility he is
] i

unable to mark his ballot or when a voter declares under
oath, admlnistered by any'memberéof the boerd'at the time he
appears at the polling'place to tote; that;he ls then unable
to mark his ballot because of p YSlCal dlsabiélty, he shall

recelve the asslstance of not les thap twd (2) bembers of the
el i
= i

Section 77, Spoiled Ballot , Ahy Joter who spoils

[
|

a ballot may. return it to a member of: the prdcipct board and
' ' . I l

recelve another in lts place, one at a timel, not to exceed
: ¥ : s T -

three (3) in a]l - ;‘ ;5

t
Il

Sectlon 78.l Cancellatipn of Ballot Redeived but Not
o o (
Voted. Every voter who does not pote the ballot! delivered to
T ! M i
him shall, before leaving the polllng place, return it to the

member of the precinct board hav1ng charge of |the ballots who

1 v

A | = o

shall lmmedlately cancel and- return ut;ln the $pme - manner as
. i
sp01led ballots o8 ! |

Sectlon 79. Accounting| for éallo:s.‘ Hvery precinct
! : ]

board shall account ‘for the ballots: delivered to him by

C 1 'I

returnlng a suffLClent number of offlcral ballots cast and

T
' G !

allots returned the number of ballots

charged The Commiss:on upon rece1v1ng returned ballots shall

requlre such an accountlng -

Section 80. , .Prohibited AcCt by Ofticers. Any-

inspector,'or clerk-oi a .precinct board sﬁall Qe guilty of a
mlsdemeanor if he" _ i B J
'.. (a) Attempts to. £ind put any name‘oﬂ the ballot;

: P2 { (O !

(b) Except as otherwise authorlz=dibY this Act,

24
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examines, exhibits, or discloses the ballot Af_eny voter;

(c) Makes or places .any markior d%vice on any

ballot to ascertain the name of ary person-for hom the voter_

1
)

:.'li

1 |

has voted

during the time of voting. 1%
Section 81. Closing Polls. wher] the polls are

! !

closed, 'the precinct board shall?proelaim2¥hatffact aloud at

the place of election. After the proclamation, no ballot

shall be received. However, if at the hour oﬁ éiosing, there

are any other voters in the polling place, og in line at the

door, who are qualified to vote énd have ﬁbt b%en able .to do
, Ly

S0 sineé appearing, the polls shalll bé kepH opehl a sufficient

]

time to enable them to vote,

] .
$ection 82. Late Arrilvals Rejected. ! Any one who
l .

arrives at the polling place after"the’%ime provided for

closing the polls shall not be entitled to vdte nor shall be
_ |

entitled to join a line, if any,; or others who had arrived and

have been there before closing of the pollé.i

Section 83. Defacemgnt of Unuskd! and Spoiled

Ballots. Immediately upon the|closing of |the polls, and

before any ballot is taken from any Qf'theibal%ot boxes, the

membereaof the iprecinct board shall‘ifn % e |presence of all

I -

authorized persons in the polling plaedcwhb may desire to

T '\ i

observe them, !proceed to defade every unused or spoiled3

ballot, by drawing across its |face, in' ink'lor indelible
I ! .
pencil, two (2)‘1ines which shall cross each ther, the cross

to be more than three (3) inches.square. Therﬁémbers of the
precindt board' shall thereuponlimmediatéiy!agd before any
ballots are taken from any ballot box,_ plece all. defaced
ballots within an envelope and seal the envelope A majority
of the members of the precinct board shall immedlately write

their names across the sealed portlon of the envelope.

Section 84 . Destructlon of Unused Eai ots. On the
TT

day of an eleetion, immedlately upon~the arr"v&l of the hour

H
ol !
‘

25 -

|
i
, i .
(d) Opens- or permits to be opened tﬁe ballot box

Tt
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thirty (30) dayé nor less than one (1) gayHbe o;& the date of
the election for which the vote is to be_casthvand provided
further, that said Dballot sha}l be imme ia;ely marked,

A _
enclosed in the ballot envelope, %laced 1nk€he reﬁurn envelope

Te

- i
to the Commission. ? !

ot
o

with the proper-affldaVLt enclosed,.apq lT?eCiékelY returned
| i

5 ‘ : o i Y
Sect'ion 88. Furnlshlné of Envelope ‘end Affidavit

!
with Ballot. . It shall be the: duty of the Commission to

furnish the absentee voter with a blank ballop in an unmarked
: l ) G
ballot 'envelope. The Commission shall alsa. furnish the

absentee voter with a voter's affidavit'anqian;umsealed return
2 : . | | i
envelope, bearing upon its face the following:,
. 'l
"Election Commission State of Chuuk, Weno; Chu? State, FSM
!

96942".  On the reverse side of the returp)eﬁv hope shall be
printed the voter's full name and|of tbe muqlcxp%llty in which

. ot ) , ' o il
the absentee voter is a resident '

|
Section 89._ Marking Bdllot. The voter, on receipt

! 1

: oo o d .
of said ballot, in the presence ¢f the off;cer admlnlsterlng
i i
; f
the oath and of no other personishall, mdrk %urh ballot or

ballots,'but Jn such manner that|said off%cer wruld not know

how said ballot is marked. ;

a, R
Section 90. Officers éefore Whom Vbter May Appear.

At any time on or before the d y of an élert;on an absent

l 1
mmission?go ?saist any voter

if he or she is incapacitated, or aqy Votary Public

voter may appear before the Crommisslqn, ,OH any person
appointed or deeignated by the C

in Chuﬁk

or any officer of the State of:Chuuk'or before any Notary

Public of a country in which he may be at the time of

receiving his ballot or any officer of an FSM embassy or

consulate authorized to administér oaths, to mark his ballot.

Section 91. Mailing orx Delivering Ballot. The

sealed returned envelope containing the "ballot may be

delivered to the Commission at its main office at any time

: ) ; ¢ : : v B
pPrior tq the closing of the pollg on élection dgy.

delivefed,

If not so
said envelope shall be mailed, postage pre-paid,
' | . P
27 |

|
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i
directly to the Commission in sufflc1ent tlmeuto reach the
Commission prior to the closing of,the polls on election day.

Section 92. Ballots.Rejeoﬂed by tﬁe Commission.

T
i

All ballots forwarded to absentee voters and not physically
| i

received by the Commission at its main office“prior to the

closing of the polls on electioniday shall be #ejected.

Section 93. Checking Absentee Ballotél At any time
; " I

after the closing of the polls on?election oay, i e Commission
shall cause to be publicly opened all ebl%ntee return
envelops, announce the absent or’disebled vo&é#'s name, and
compare the signature upon the applicetion.with!&he signature
upon the affidavit.. In case tHe'affidavitfiszfound-to be

sufficiently executed, that the signaturés corfespond, that

the applicant is a duly qualified‘elector of the precinct, and
Lo
that the applicant has not votedin person at slch election,

the ballot shall be tabulated with theloallotsﬁoﬁ the precinct

in which the absentee voter has yoted in accdrdance with his
. |

atfidavit and/or application for|ballpt.

Section 94. Causes fox Rejectlng Ballots. In case

|

the affidavit is found to be 1n3uff1cxent the| signature on

the affidavit and the appllcatlon do not correspond, the

applicant is not a duly qualified elector iﬁ sUch precinct,

|

the ballot envelop or return envelope is open or has been.

opened and resealed, the returned envelope contaiﬂs more than

one (1) ballot envelope with banots enclosed,ior that said
|

voter has voted in person, such b%llot shall Qoq be accepted,

Section 95. RejectediBallots EVefy ballot not

|
accepted shall be endorsed on the back of the: beulot envelope

"REJECTED BECAUSE ; (glv1ng reason therefore),

All such rejeoted ballots shall be enclosed .and securely

sealed in an envelope on which ehall be endorsed "DEFECTIVE
BALLOTS," with a statement of the 'precinct in which, and the
date of the election at which, the ballots were cast. Said

envelope shall be signed by the Executive Difector, or his

duly appointed designee.

28
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Section 96. _Refusal or Neglect to %éturn Ballot:

Penalty. Any person who, having brocured an of%lcial ballot,

C A o |l
shall willfully neglect or refuse to cast or jplace it in.the

ballot box, whether marked or not, or return tﬁe same in the
manner as provided in this Act, shall be quilty of a felony

and upon conviction, shall be imprisoned for not more than 2
i l l

years or fined not more than $1,000, or'botb. Nny person who
applies for and receives an absentee voter 'P ballot and

willfully neglects or refuses to return the SHme shall be

deemed to have commltted such offense in the{State of Chuuk.

! ! l

!

Section 97. Voting at Another Porllng Place.

a) Noththstandlng prOVlSthS of tﬂlS[ACt to the
contrary, a legally registered voter shall have the right to
vote on election day at a polling place other than the polling
place at which he is legally registered tor vote, even a place
outside his registered municipality, fepreSenéative district,
senatorial region, or congressi%nal! electioni?district, or

outsxde Chuuk State, if he notifies the Eleqtlon!ﬁommission in

writing on a prescrlbed form a least 7 dayes before the
l

election day that he requests to ,ote at a speci
| ‘ .

b) Upon receipt of a voter 8 request . the Election

ic polling or

; ._..]:5_

voting place

Commission shall assign the polhing place as requested and,
' :

not more than 5 days before el%ction day uAtHl the eve of

election day, shall disseminate this infomation to the public
by every available means of ﬁnformation,3 including the

broadcast and radio, as to the place where the voter may vote.

Upon such notification, the votef shall be permitted to vote.

only at that polling place and: shall be provhded with the

approprlate ballot or ballots as ‘the case may be

Section 98. Two (2) Ballots in Onef(l) Envelope,

If two (2) or more separate ballots are found td be contained
. Ly
in one (1) envelope, and if upon comparison of the count with

the number of voters on the roster, it appears that two (2)

ballots were cast by one (1) voter, the Commission shall

'

29
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reject both ballots. ? ‘ H

Section 99. _Rejected Illegal Ball t$¥ A majority

| . »
of those counting the ballots shall endorse upoh all ballots

, : N
rejected for illegality, the cause of rejectlon and sign the

endorsement . |

s'! to Election
3
. ! i
Center. The ballots with the roster gnd all en?oxsements and
; ! i
rejected ballots shall be placed in a boxawitﬂ the precinct

Section 100. _ Delivery of Ballot

clearly shown thereon and delivered to the:elettion center for
tabulatien and publication, | :;1

Section 101, Vote Tabulatlnq Dév;ce: Mode of
Tallying. The Commission may appo;nt such' pérePns as may be

1

A [

necessary for the manual tabulatilon of ballots and/or for the
operation of the vote tabulating|device and to keep watch on
such tabulation for any possible |illegal vote.or any error or

: ! !
omission on the part of the persons tabulatin? rhe ballots or
| s

operating the vote tabulating deyice. S
' £

| b ? )
Section 102. 'Tébulating‘! at} Precincts;

i

Notwithstanding any other prov151Ln of law, the ﬁhuuk Election
X 1

Commission may authorize ballots to be: t' dlated at the

precincts by the precinct boards end requlre I¢ sth thereof to
1 S
be reported to the Election Center in persan or by any

! i

P
Section 103. ImperfeJtly Markeq Balliots Not Void.

At any election, any ballot which!is not marked ds provided by

i

law shall be vol d but the ballot shall be preserved' Two (2)
|

1
or more marklngs in one (1) voting square or| a mark made

partly within a voting square or space does not ‘make a ballot

void.

Section 104. _Defective Ballots. If & ballot is

!

torn, bent, mutilated or otherwise defective so that it cannot

be so tabulated Dy vote tabulattng machlne, the CommlsSLOn may
t { I

cause a duplicate to be punched, slotted or otherw1se marked

in the presence of witnesses. Both the new béllot and the

defective ballot shall be marked with a serial number and the

30
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|
new ballot shall bear the words ”dupllcate r éerlal number

.'" The ballot shall be counﬁed

Section 105. Ballot Not Rejected ifor Technical
Errox. At any election a ballot shall not be rejected for any
technical error which does not render it fmposslble to

determine the voter's choice, even though! ﬁﬁe ballot 1is

somewhat spoiled or defected. ! i

Section 106. Only Invﬁlid Portions RLjected. If a
y :

voter indicates either: L .o ‘ L

'oa) By placing his marks in tpelvotlng squares
! ! |
adjacent to the names of any cansldates, S

b) By writing the namef of persons for an office in

the blank spaces;

i

| ;
; [
c) By a combination ?f both, the! choice of more

i
i

than there are candidates to be elected or certified for any

office, or if for any reason it is impossible ﬁo'ﬁetermine his
choice for any office, his ballot shall not be!c unted for the
office, but the' rest of his balloft, 1ﬁ prOperiy arked, shall

be counted.

l l
Section 107. Write-ini Votes. Wrﬂterln voting or

oo ok L

voting for an independent candidate is prohibited in all state
: , ,
|

elections in Chuuk.

Section 108. Unauthoriked Marks onIBéllot. No mark
! o]
upon a ballot which 1is wunauthorized by tn s Act shall

invalidate a ballot, unless it appears that the mark was

placed there by the voter for ths purpose of " 1d£nt1fy1ng the

B i
i

ballot. '; I %
' ]
Section 109. Adding to or Withdrgwsl of Ballots
|
from Box. Every person who changes any ballotuafter it has

been deposited in the ballot box, or adds, or‘subtracts or

attempts to add or subtract any ballot to qr from those
|

legally polled at any electiocn, by fraudulen;@introduction

oo

into or withdrawal from a box of ballots eit?er before or
' : |

after the ballots have been counted shallgbsfguilty of a

; | . 't ‘
felony and upon conviction thereof, shall bs imprisoned for

31
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| N\
not less than 1 year or fined not less than\§Q<OO0.00, or
both, N h g

Section 110, Adding Ballots During Coﬁntlnq Ever§p

person who adds'to, Or mixes with! or attempts tol | ladd to or mix

\_

|
with, the ballots lawfully polle gny othzr ballots with

intent to change the result of an'election sh l: be guilty of

a felony and upon conviction thereof, shall b imprisoned for

not less than 1 Year or fined not less thah HI,OO0.00, or

both. v j |

i
Py

Section 111, Taking or Destroying Ballots Every

person who knowingly carries away’or destroys, or attempts to
carry away or destroy, any poll lpst or ballot,?pr ballot box

for the purpose of pPreventing, gffectlng the |result of or

l

1nval1datlnq any election, or who[willfully obtalns, mutilates

or destroys any, election return, shaﬂl be gu%lty of a felony

i i l
and upon conviction thereof, shalll be imprisoneb for not less

than one year or fined not less han $l,OOO,io$‘both;
!

Section 112, Interferewce with Boarh Commission or

1
Voters, Every person who in any manne$ fso willfully

interferes with the Commission o the preCLnCt board or any
O !
members ' thereof, in holding ar eltctlon qr lconducting a

canvass, or with the voters lawfuily exerc151ng thell right of
|

voting at an electlon, including . mplying, telllng, or forcing
a voter Lo vote openly, as to pqevent or attem t to prevent
the electlon Or canvas from belng falrly held and lawfully
conducted shall be guilty of a felony andiup@n conviction
thereof, shall be imprisoned for not less than L;year or fined

t

not less than $1,000. 00, or both . f

Section 113, Removing or Defacing: Result> Posted.

Every person who without authorlgatlon removes’Or defaces any
posted copy of the result of votes cast shall be guilty of a

misdemeanor andg “pon conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned

for now more than 6 months or fineg not more than $100.00, or

both. I’::

Section 114, Sealing Counted Ballots. As soon as
: l

32
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the names marked on the ballots valldly voteﬁ a%e tabulated,
H

-such ballots shall not thereafter be examlned by any person,

' | t

except upon a recount as prov1ded in this Act,;but shall, as
. o

soon as all of the votes in the precinct are tabulated, be

careful]y'sealed in a strong envelope thh the name of the
precmnct thereon and a majority ¢f the membersxof the
Election Commission shall sign thelr names acrogs the seal,

Section 115. Certification of Election. As soon

]

as all the votes for such precmnct are counted:and the ballots
1

sealed, tho Election Commission shall certify Lhe results of

1
the election in that precinct, The final certlflcatlon shall

be signed by a majority of the Commiséion; -

Section 116. Tabulation and pubiica;LCn of Election

|

Results. Once the Commission begins the Qote tabulation for
a region, the Commission shall tabu;ate:the potes for all
avilable precincts of such region before-bedinning the wvote
tabulation for enother regionf?Upon tabulation @f each of the

precinct votes, the Commission-shall tabulate Or cause to be

tabulated the cumulative results, including ithe total of

L824

: . ,
election reSults for each nominee, and nmake |these results

known t@ the public. : !

Sectlon 117. _Returns Qpen to Publ%c Inspection,

Immediately upon completion 4; the tab#lé_lon by the

I .
Commission of all of the balloté from all of the precinets,

the overall election results shall be prlnted,gﬁi$seminated,

and opened for public inspection)
' !

i o
Section 118. Election Center Opens Until Tabulation
= e s

Completes. The Commission shall, on the day of the closing of

the polls, keep the election return center opeﬂ for the
tabulation of election results, Uﬂtll each an& every ballot
has been tabulated and the results thereof ‘made publie.

Election results in the outer islands shall be relayed by
|
radio, or any other available communicatlon means, to the

election return center and may, after the ballot boxes are

received at the election return center, be counted as the

33
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Commission deems necessary. i »
Yy !

Section 119. Certlflcates of ElectlQnT Immediately

T '

after declaring the results of any electlon,ithe Commission

shall make or cause to be made "certificates of election" for
: ! ) : |

every person elected to office. fhe form of s@ch,certificates
shall be prescribed in the Electlos Manual. fhe Commission
shall cause to be placed in the hands of the elected person
the original of such certificate which shalil constitute
evidence of that person's right of office. |

Section 120. Review 6f Ballots. ﬁﬁe Commission

shall not reVLew any ballots already tabulatd,.rnd certified

except as permitted on a recounti which shall’bg

|

the CommLSSLOn only upon the order of a court cf competent

conducted by

Jurlsdlctlon. ; , E

Section 121. Ent:j of ResultS{ on _Record.
Immediately upon completion of thL tabulatlon og all ballots,
the Commlss1onishall enter on lts record .a s%a}sment of the

result, which shall show:

i

a) The total number of votes cast ir

the State; ‘ : | T
% |

n
, |
D) The names of the persons voted f?rr

Cc) For what office ea¢h person wag vpted for; and
d) The number of votes given each -person by the

entire State, or Region, or District, or Munlcipality as the |

case may be. No declaration of the result may Je withheld on
account of any defect or informality if it can wijth reasonable
. 3|

certainty be ascertained by the commission what office is

intended and who is elected to the office.

Section 122. Preservation of Ballots ) The

Commlss1on shall be responsible for the prese{?dtlon of all
(

the ballots cast and all rosters and certlfisates delivered to
it by the precxnct boards for a period of- 2 years after the
date of the election. The Commission shall be required te
produce such ballots upon the osder of & cours of competent
jurisdlctlon, and shall obtain a receipt for sny release from

34
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§ b}
its custody. ‘

|
1

Section 123. Contestant and Defendant Pefined.

When used in this Act, “contestant” means any person

initiating an election contest. ”Defondant” meaﬂ that person

whose election or qualification is contested or mhose persons

receiving an equal or larger number of votes‘ otner than the
I

contestant, when the body canvassing the returhs peclares that

No one person has received the largest number ffwvotes for the

conteeted offlce The Commission: ‘or an lndiVLdU&l member may
i

be a defendant,, ' "g

> Section 124, Irreg&larlty or Misconduct Not
7]
Affecting Result. No lrregularlty or lmproper CFnduct in the

proceedings of any precinct electlon board skall void an

election result, unless such irreqularity or misconduct

resulted in a'defendant being declared either elkcted or tied

r o
for eledtion. ' '!l

Section 125, Where Illegal Votes hot Necessary to

Majority. An election shall not| be set aeide!on account of

illegal votes, unless it appears that: suchinum%er of illegal

votes has been given to the person whose figrtzto the office

is contested or who has been celtlfled as hawlng tied for

first place, Wthh if taken from]hlm would reduce the number
of his Jegal votes below the number of votee élven to some
other person for the same offlce, after dcductlng therefrom
the illegal votes which may be rhown to have3oeen given to

such other person. l ‘ i w

Section 126. Complaint by cOntestant When a voter

contests any electlon he shall flle with’ the ¢huuk Election
CommlSSlon a written complaint, settlng forth sbeciflcally
a) The name of the contestant and that;he is a voter
of the State, municipality or precinct, as.the oase may be, in
which the contested election was held. K
| b) Tne name of the defendant.
c) The Office. |

d) The particular grounds of thelconuest.
. | . fl*
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shall be entitled to vote. All special elebt%ons shall be

Pl ,
conducted in the same manner and form as a genefal election,

except as otherwise provided in this Act.l

1 1

, Section 143. Time of Special Election. Special

elections shall be held at a time set by the Election
Commission whicﬁ shall be held not less than twenty-eight (28)

days or more than sixty (60) days from the ddte, such special
bobi
election becomes necessary, provgded that a 1’?off election

shall be as provzded by Section 7 of Artxcle Vl‘of the Chuuk

State Constitution. The Electxon CommLSSLOn shall also set
the time limit within which polling places may be cesignated,

precinct. boards may be appointed, and declarations of
1

candidacy or nomination may be filed, subject to the

provisions of Section 24 and 25 of this Act.

Section 144, Calling Special Elections, All -

special and runoff elections shall be called by proclamation
of the Chuuk State Election cOmmiesion. The Commission shall
disseminate sueh proclamation:- o: the inforﬂaa¢on contained
thereinvby eveﬁy available means|of éommuﬁﬁc tLon, including

public 1nformatlon, the news media, broadcasé and radio.

Section 145, Electlonlto Fill Vacancy in the Chuuk

State Legislature. The Election|Commission 4hall call for a

| l

special election to fill vacancxep in the Leglslqture whenever

one Or more vacancies occur thereln not less {han one year
remaining in the unexpired term %s provided in khJs Act. Aan
unexpired term of less than er year shall be filled by

appOlntment of the Governor, The hlghest vote getter or vote

getters {f therm are more than on+ vaancy, shal. ba certified

by the Election Commission as elected ?% d shall be
A |
administered the oath of office lmmedlately tte fill the

unexpired term of office. '

. A 4 i I .
Section 146. Events Causing Vacancies. Vacancies

in the Chuuk State Legislature and/or in: the municmpalltles

occur when the incumbent:

a) dies;

39
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bh) - resigns; E
| {
of Lefuses or fails to take offxcé,
d) becomes insane as determlned by cpmpetent
jurisdiption; |

e) 1is expelled according to law;
f£) changes residence from the
municipalities, precincts, or regions in whichielected;

g) is 11l or incapacitated beyond ability to
discharge the powers and duties of office agéﬁetermined by
competent )urlsdlrtlon, medical docto}; or i

| h) undergoes any of the foregoxng events in (a)
through (g) with respect to a person elected to ofche, after
the election but before such person commences his term of
office,.constitutes a vacancy on the date the term commences,
unless the person so elected is the incumbent in which case

the vacancy occurs on the date of such event.

Section 147. Total . Incapacity or’ Death After

Election but Before Commencing. Term of Office.

|
a) If the newly electe person for GoJernor becomes

. o
totally incapacitated or dies b'foreiqommenQiqq his term of

office, the person elected with him on the same ticket as Lt.
l
Governor shall become Acting Governor upon the Fxpiration of

the term of the current Or outgding Governor, and a special

1

election for a new Governor shall be held acco;ding to law. -
If the new team was elected jusf to fill a vacancy and the

l
Governor-elect becomes totally lncapac1tated or | dles prior to
commencing his term of office; the vacancy
remains vacant and the incumbent Actlng Governor continues in

l
office until a new ticket of candidates for QOWernor and Lt.

Governor is elected and takes off;ce. In -tg¥ case of an
incumbent team, upon the total lncapaCLtatLon or death of the
Governor before commencing another term, the lncumbent Lt.
Governor, whether or not on the incapacitated or deceased

Governor's ticket, becomes Governor: only for the remaining

portion of the expiring term of the Governor, after which the

40
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person elected as Lt. Governot on the ticket with the

incapacitated or deceased Governor shall become Acting

Governor, and a special election for a 'new Governor shall be

held according 'to law,

b) If a newly elected persqn to the S%nate or House
of R@PresentatiQes becomes totally incapacigéted or dies
before commencing his term, no vacancy occursvugﬁil after the
expiration of the term of the outgoing incumbentzﬁember, after
which a special-election shall be held to fillithe vacancy;
but if the incapacitated or deceased newly elected person had

been elected just to fill a vacancy, such vacancy remains

unfilled and another special election shall be held to fill

the vacancy.

Section 148. Application of this Act. All the
provisions of this Act apply Lo all elections i@ the S;ate of
Chuuk, including municipal or national elecéion whenever
applicable unless otherwise specifically provided.

Section 149. Rules "and ReguLationsi The Chuuk

State Election Commission has the power to gromulgate in
writing the necessary rules and regulatiqhs including
administrative procedures, to effectuate the purpcse of this

Act.

Section 150. _Repealer. Chapter 1 of Title 21 of
the Truk District Code, Truk District Law No. 27-1-6, Truk
State Law No. 2-8; Truk State Law No. 5-104, ?Fuk State Law
No. 5-129, and Truk State Law No, 6-10 are he;eﬁy repealed in

their entireties,

Section 151. Severability Clause. ;Iﬁfany provision
of this Act, or the application thereof, is he;%éinvalid, such
holding shall not affect other provisions oﬁ ébplication of
this Act which can be given effect withdut: the invalid

provision or application, and toithis end the provisions of
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